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We are investigating the ecosystem of the local stream, the Tulpehocken Creek. Questions to be answered:
1. What are the abiotic and biotic factors in this ecosystem?
a. Make a T-chart listings the factors.
b. Make an organism profile with a photo.  ( Assigned from a separate list).  Save your work electronically for addition to the class web site.  Email you information :  Ulmedw@wilsonsd.org
2. Describe the biotic interactions in this ecosystem.
a. Describe competition in this ecosystem.
b. Describe predation…
c. Describe symbiosis
3. Explain how matter is recycled in the ecosystem.
a. Explain the water cycle in this ecosystem.
b. Explain the nitrogen cycle in this ecosystem.
4. Describe how this ecosystem changes in response to natural and human disturbances.
a. Are non-native species present?
b. Is pollution present?
c. What are possible sources of pollution?
5. How does energy flow in this ecosystem?
a. Make a small poster of a food chain using photos and drawings.
b. Make  small food web with names and simple drawings of organisms
c. Identify in a list : autotrophs, heterotrophs, primary producers, carnivores, decomposers, herbivores.
6. FIELD STUDY ONLY : Submit field notes and photos





Organisms of the Tulpehocken: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Birds: Blue heron, Kingfisher, Osprey, Wild Turkeys, Canadian geese, Mallard ducks

Mammals: White-tailed deer, beavers, squirrels, chipmunks, Eastern cottontail rabbits, 

Reptiles : Turtles ( Species?), snakes ( species?) 

Fish : Rainbow trout, Brown trout, Brook trout, Black crappies, Rock Bass, Smallmouth Bass, Redear Sunfish, Pumpkinseed sunfish

Invertebrates: (Arthropods) crayfish,
Amphipods, Aquatic Sowbug, Freshwater mussel, Gilled snail, Fingernail clam, Riffle beatle, Dragonfly nymph, Caddisfly larva, Mayfly nymph, Stonefly nymph, Midge larvae, Planaria, Tubiflex worm, Water Boatman, Water strider

Plants : Trees…., bushes….other plants…Micro organisms( determined by field study and research.
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